
Friends of Barshaw Park
Committee Meeting

13 June 2016
At Rowantree Café, 165 Glasgow Road, Paisley, PA1 3LE

.

1. Present:
Name:                                                             Initials
Allan Thompson (FOBP Chairman)       AT
Allan Wallace (FOBP Committee Member) AW
Robert Rooney (FOBP Committee Member)                      RR
Joni Taylor (FOBP Committee Member)                             JT
James McDonald (FOBP Committee Member)                   JM
Irene McDonald (FOBP Committee Member)  IM
Andy Summers Renfrewshire Council                                AS
Iain McKenzie ( Paisley Model Engineering Club )             IMcK
Billy                  ( Paisley Model Engineering Club ) 
Eddie Murphy ( FOBP Volunteer )                                        EM

Apologies: John Burton (Vice chair FOBP Committee), Emma Flynn (Secretary 
FOBP Committee), 
Minutes: Irene McDonald (Secretary )

The Chairman, AT, welcomed everyone to the Committee Meeting and invited  Pat 
Kelly, Treasurer to start off the meeting by delivering the Treasurer's Report.
Bank account
 PK reported that the bank account has still not been opened at Cooperative Bank. It
was agreed that as IMcD is acquainted with Paul McShane, the Manager of the 
Glasgow Branch, she would ask for his assistance in progressing matters.
Insurance
The insurance has been renewed on same terms as last year, for  Public Liability 
and Trustees Indemnity. PK has personally paid the premium as cheque signatories 
are still Andrew Ramsay. Vivien McGuire and Allan Thompson. AT will arrange for 
cheques to be signed to reimburse PK and to pay an invoice received from Kibble 
Works.

AT  then invited Andy Summers from Renfrewshire Council to update the 
committee.
AS advised that there was not so much to update. He reported that he had a good 
meeting with the Railway Club (PSME )
The SUDS will not be built. An engineering solution will be found to the flooding 
problem, probably upstream on Golf Club land.
Renfrewshire Council will support PSME in developing and obtaining volunteers.
Interns are currently working on the Lottery bid application and it should be ready 
by August. AT requested that the interns attend our next meeting to update the 
committee on their progress.
Barshaw Gala Day: Will be on 18 June. AS will arrange a stand for FOBP. Mark 
Faichney will contact us. JT needs to know requirements re food stand locations.
Gala Day will not be on such a big scale this year. In future the Events Team will 
take over, leading up to the Year of Culture.
AS to confirm arrangement for Golf Club Car Park as PSME may require extra space



for visitors.
Pond: Renfrewshire Council have dragged the pond. RR stated that he had 
observed the 2 workers doing this. The workers were insuccessful in clearing the 
pond. AS can get a contractor to do this properly. The last option is to drain the 
pond and clear the weed. We have previously agreed this will be part of the Lottery 
bid.  Other options were suggested such as introducing another invasive weed, but 
RR and others were not in favour of this. RR suggested grass carp to eat the weed. 
RR suggested not allowing water to flow into the posnd from the golf course as this 
water contains nitrated and other elemets which feed and encourage growth of 
vegetation in the pond. RR stated there may be an environmental solution. The pond
should be properly repaired – drained sludge cleared and get back to the clay base. 
This is to be included as part of the redevelopment of the pond anyway.
Ticket Office Door is still off. AS will chase this up with Property Services. 
Benches  New Benches not yet in situ. AS will chase up. 
BMX Track  Was previously mentioned that running repairs costing £10/£20k can be 
done. This is still on the agenda, AS has not been able to pursue this so far.
Fake Festival No news on this, but will chase up.
Carribean Festival  Date set for 20 August but due to lack of funding there is a 
chance it may not go ahead. 
AS Moving On
AS is moving from his position at Renfrewshire Council to a new post at Highland 
Council. He will start at Highland Council in August, but he will attend FOBP 
meeting in July. No replacement for him at Renfrewshire Council has been 
appointed yet.  

AS left the meeting and the Committee meeting continued per the agenda.

1. Minutes of the May 9  th   meeting.  2 ammendments agreed: a) JB attended last 
meeting b) RR suggests contacting Woodland Trust re WW1 Memorial oak.

 Proposed by AW. Seconded by RR.

2. Matters Arising  

a) IMcD has not been able to print from FOBP printer so guidelines for Trustees  and
OSCR return not available. JMcD will take a look at printer. OSCR return to be 
completed by December.

b)Leaflet drop. Faye Carruthers will sponsor a leaflet. IMcD to design a leaflet. 
Interested parties to be invited to join by emailing us or dropping in to cafe to leave 
contact details. We need committee members, supporters and volunteers.

c)Ralston Community Games. Date set for Saturday 10th September. AW and IMcD 
will man the FOBP stand

d)Preparations for Barshaw Gala Day. Our display board should feature stories of 
WW1. Photos can be lifted from RR's research on the WW1 connection. IMcD will 
print photos for Gala Day. EM and AW will man FOBP stand.  We need more stock of 
promotional items such as balloons, badges and leaflets, but little time to order 
these before the gala day.

e)WW1 memorial. Ideas include a trail centrepiece, display in walled garden. Trail 
could have QR codes to to explain WW1 connections. We can apply for up to £10k 



grant from lottery. The park owner needs to apply. RR and Pk to meet up to discuss 
the application as  PK has experience in grant applications.

f)Walled garden clean up. JT offered to let FOBP store gardening equipment in the 
cafe. We will buy a first aid kit and tools when funds allow and bank account 
opened.

f) Trustee training. An evening session will be arranged.

3. Report from PSME
JMcD reported on behalf of the Society. A youtube page has been set up. Currently 
there are 3 films to view.
Rubbish is accumulating in the park again. It is cleared away every week by PSME. 
There is also evidence of fires being lit in the railway area. 
The meeting with AS was mostly about SUDS but that plan has now been 
abandoned. The ticket office door is to be replaced.
Volunteers at the railway has been raised by AS and in a meeting with AT and PSME.
AT had contacted local groups to promote volunteering but there has been no 
response. EM suggested it may be more appropriate to contact Army Cadets, local 
colleges and University where those with an interest in engineering may be found. 
PSME to decide on a plan to attract volunteers and thereby new members.

AT asked to minute the misunderstanding about attracting new volunteers for the ' society 
of model engineers'. It's felt by the PSME that volunteering can not be about fund raising 
for other groups as PSME funds are tight, and it was agreed that the groups contacted by 
Allan would have many members under 16 who could not operate the trains or be insured.
Over 16 is the only criteria.  It was also agreed that the model railway society would 
promote the benefits of volunteering to attract volunteers who might need volunteering 
hours for eg Duke of Edinburgh or Baden Powell,  or simply for experience. The overall 
aim of attracting volunteers is that they may be become future members, and this was 
confirmed by model railway committee members present. 

4. AOB

a)RR reported a burst drain  between the Nature corner and the main path at 
the bench. Looks like a burst sewer. RR will send photo and details to AT 

b)JT reported that the toilets have been locked again. To be reported to AS for
action.

c)IMcD will Organise Walled Garden Tidies if possible.
d)RR has been researching a possible cause of flooding in the park, and has 

evidence that the source may be the Lady Burn whose course has been diverted by 
works over the years. RR's report is attached as Appendix 1.

e) Media. JMcD has been transferring archive VT to digital media. ImcD 
suggests that a tv screen is installed in Rowantree cafe showing these films and 
slideshows of photos, subject to copyright permissions, if required. JT confirmed 
the cafe would be happy to accommodate the tv screen.

AT thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions. The next meeting will 
be on Monday 11th July.
Actions:

Contractor to clear pond weed Renfrewshire Council



Repair to ticket office door Renfrewshire Council

Arrange stall and parking for Gala Day Renfrewshire Council

New benches to be installed Renfrewshire Council

BMX Track repairs Renfrewshire Council

Burst sewer near animal corner to be repaired Renfrewshire Council

Ensure toilets cleaned and unlocked Renfrewshire Council

Contact Manager of Local Cooperative Bank ImcD

Cheques to reimburse PK and pay Kibble 
invoice  AT

Repairs to fobp printer IMcD & JmcD

Leaflet Design ImcD

Print new Photos for Gala Day display IMcD

Arrange dates for walled garden clean up IMcD

Appendix 1





 






